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Remarks/Arguments: 

Claim Status 

Claims 12-19 are pending and stand rejected. 

By this Amendment, claims 14 and 16 are amended, claims 12-13 and 17-19 are 
cancelled without prejudice. 

No new matter is added by the specification amendments and claim amendments, and 
accordingly, entry and approval of same is respectfully requested. Support for the claim 
amendments and new claims is found throughout the original specification, and, more 
particularly, in the original specification, at page 35 and FIGS. 30 and 31. 

Applicants request entry of this response because the Amendment: (1) incorporates 
features of claim 18 into independent claim 14 and, accordingly, should not necessitate a new 
search; (2) cancels claims 12-13 and 17-19; (3) and places the application in condition for 
allowance. 

Specification Amendments 

The specification is objected to. The specification has been amended to overcome this 
objection. 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
Claim Objection 

Claim 12 is objected to. Claim 12 is canceled without prejudice and the objection 
thereto is now moot. 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
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Rejection of Claim 18 Under 35 U.S.C. S 112, first paragraph 

In the Action at items 8 and 9, claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement and the enablement requirement. 

Claim 18 is canceled without prejudice and the rejection thereof is now moot. 

Rejection of Claims 12-17 and 19 Under 35 U.S.C. S 102£e) 

In the Action at item 10, claims 12-17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Imagawa et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,819,782). 

Claims 12-13, 17 and 19 

Claims 12-13, 17 and 19 are canceled without prejudice and the rejection objection 
thereof is now moot. 

Claim 14 

Claim 18 is indicated to be allowable by the Examiner if properly rewritten in 
independent form and has no current prior art rejection directed against it. Accordingly, 
Applicants have amended claim 14 to include patentable features of claim 18 and submit that 
claim 14 is now allowable. 

Claims 15 and 16 

Claims 15 and 16 include all of the limitations of claim 14 from which they depend, and, 
accordingly, Applicants submit that claims 15 and 16 are also allowable. 
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Conclusion 



In view of the specification and claim amendments and remarks set forth above, 
Applicants respectfully submit that claims 14-16 are in condition for allowance and early 
notification to that effect is earnestly solicited. 



ectfully 



EB/ds 

Dated: November 16, 2005 

P.O. Box 980 
Valley Forge, PA 19482 
(610) 407-0700 

The Commissioner for Patents is hereby 
authorized to charge payment to Deposit 
Account No. 18-0350 of any fees associated 
with this communication. 




wrence E. Asne 
Attorney for Api 
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